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The Story (28): New Beginnings 09/25/2022 (Consecration Sunday) 
Acts 1:3-8 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 
 
 
Last week, we talked about resurrection in our "The Story" sermon series. The one-
line summary of that message is to live with the power of resurrection. Today, we 
enter the Book of Acts—the story of new beginnings.   
 
How many of us would like to have a new beginning? We may often dream about 
how we would do things differently if we had life to live over. We would want to 
make some crucial changes in hopes of a different life or a new beginning. As a 
matter of course, this only happens in our dreams. Although it is impossible to live 
life over, we can have a new beginning in Christ Jesus. A new beginning is our 
only hope for life to move forward even when we look backward. It is not what has 
happened but what is about to happen that is all-important. 
 
As the book of Acts opens, we find Jesus ministering to His disciples. He is 
helping them cope with their misunderstanding and failures. Jesus' post-
resurrection ministry has one purpose—to give His disciples a new beginning. He 
is in the process of moving these weak, self-centered, and disheartened disciples 
into becoming a new breed of believers. So, He spent forty days encouraging, 
teaching, and commissioning them. He depends upon them to turn the world 
upside down with the message of salvation. 
 
Too often, when I study the book of Acts, I only see the results. I lose sight of what 
is taking place. I see the results of the Spirit's coming. I see the results of Peter's 
sermon. I see 3,000 are baptized. I see the Lord adding to the church daily such as 
should be saved. Yet, too often, I admit that I fail to realize what made the power 
of the Holy Spirit possible and the earth-shattering response by those who heard. 
 
So, I would like us to look at the basic first step, yet a crucial step Jesus' disciples 
took to have this powerful new beginning. This step is to trust God and God's 
plan. A new beginning was discovered as they trusted God's plan. It is not always 
easy to follow God's plan, isn't it? It is trust, especially when we don't understand 
God's plan fully. Our lack of understanding and unanswered questions about God's 
plan holds us back often. The fear of not knowing how God will work things out 
holds us back, doesn't it? At these crucial times, today's scripture teaches us that 
we must have faith in God's plan.  
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According to today's scripture, Jesus never told His disciples when or how God 
would accomplish His purpose. He simply says, "You must go to Jerusalem and 
stay there." I am sure this plan wasn't all that exciting for them. Jerusalem was 
where Jesus was crucified, and the people were hostile to the disciples. Do you 
remember how they were careful to lock the door when they gathered together in a 
room in Jerusalem? They feared the people of Jerusalem and wanted to return to 
Galilee. But Jesus told them to wait in Jerusalem.  
 
Jesus also told His disciples that they must witness in Judea and Samaria. Now, 
that was another problem. Why? Jews despised Samaritans. They called them half-
breeds. Not only that, Jesus said His disciples must take the gospel to the end of 
the earth. This meant beyond the nation of Israel. This was a problem for the 
Jewish disciples, who called Gentiles "dogs." 
 
The Bible does not say anything about how Jesus' disciples felt when Jesus told 
them to follow the plan He presented without too much information. If we were to 
put ourselves in Jesus' disciples' shoes, I bet we would say, "What? How can this 
be happening? Please tell me more about the plan." Right?  
 
That's how I felt when I was informed that I was nominated for the episcopacy 
election this year. That's how I felt when I was appointed here at Kona United 
Methodist Church. A valley girl who loves "smog" and is water-phobic is sent to 
Kona on the Big Island of Hawaii, surrounded by water and "vog?" Have you ever 
been to that place? That place is very uncomfortable. It is a place full of fear and 
uncertainties. Yet, we are in the position to decide to accept or reject the plan 
without knowing all pros and cons of our possible decisions.  
 
Jesus' disciples were at the junction of life with the power to make a choice. At that 
moment, they trusted God fully to accept the plan as it was presented by Jesus and 
had a new beginning with the Lord. That new beginning has impacted the whole 
world.  
 
Now, I would like to gratefully acknowledge all of you who have decided to 
become a member of Kona United Methodist Church and upheld our church with 
your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. Many of you have not only 
fulfilled your pledge commitment for the current year but have even exceeded it. I 
appreciate the efforts many of you have made by being faithful to fulfilling your 
pledges! I also thank our parish family, who have resumed their giving this past 
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year. In partnership with many of you, we're able to continue God's ministry at 
Kona UMC. Your ongoing support is very much appreciated. Mahalo! 
 
As we are envisioning the future of God's ministry at Kona UMC for the upcoming 
ministry year, I am encouraging all of us once again to reflect on our stewardship 
life, renew our commitment by filling out the 2023 Pledge Card prayerfully, and 
return your Pledge Card to the church office or Bill Jaeger, our Finance Committee 
Chairperson.  
 
By trusting God, we can start a new beginning to transform the world as the 
disciples of Jesus Christ. Let us accept Jesus' invitation to have new beginnings by 
fully trusting God today. Amen. 
 
 
 


