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The Story (27): The Resurrection 09/18/2022 
1 Corinthians 15:12-14; Colossians 3:1-4 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 
 
 
Today’s story is about resurrection. It is the greatest story ever told, and yet we 
don’t usually talk about it unless it’s Easter Sunday or a funeral. Maybe we have 
never slowed down enough to think about the doctrine of the resurrection or tried 
to visualize what this might look like. Anyway, it’s a bizarre reality, but it’s a 
crucial part of our reality. If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Jesus Himself 
was not raised from the dead; if Jesus was not raised from the dead, then all is lost. 
 
What Paul says to the Corinthians who were rejecting the notion of a resurrection 
from the dead in today’s scripture is that if we reject the doctrine of the 
resurrection from the dead, we also reject that Jesus was raised from the dead. And 
if we reject this, then we cannot trust the apostles’ teaching. The apostles taught 
that they saw Jesus alive, saw Him killed, saw Him dead, saw Him buried, and 
then saw Him alive again (1 Corinthians 15:3-8).  
 
If all these were not true, then all we have in the New Testament would be vain 
and hollow. Not only that, if Jesus hadn’t been raised from the dead, there would 
be no hope of awakening for those who have fallen asleep in Christ. No hope for 
those who died. Without the resurrection, we, Christians, would just be pitiful. We 
would be wretched, sad, misled people who gave up everything for false hope. So, 
Jesus’ resurrection matters. The resurrection confirms and validates everything 
about Jesus and our belief in Him. The resurrection is what fills the gospel with 
power. 
 
Believing in the resurrection of Jesus Christ means we are declaring that our old 
nature, our old self, is put to death. Just as Jesus died, we die. In the same way, just 
as Jesus rose from the dead, we are raised with Him. Through faith, we died. And 
through faith, we are also raised to new life in Jesus Christ (Romans 6:1-11; 
Colossians 2:12-13). 
 
So, that being said, in Colossians 3, Apostle Paul unveils how our new life in Jesus 
Christ should be lived out. He calls all believers who have new life in Christ to 
check their hearts and minds first. So, let’s evaluate our affections. What do we 
long for? What are we pursuing? What do we desire? Paul tells us to set our minds 
on eternal things by guarding our minds and fighting to keep our attention on the 
things of Christ (Romans 12:2; Philippians 3:17-4:1). 
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Paul reminds us once again that believing in the resurrection of Jesus means we 
have been united with Jesus in His death and resurrection; we are “in Him.” 
Because of our union with Him, Christ lives in us and through us (Galatians 2:20). 
We have died with Jesus, and now our lives are His. Therefore, everything we do 
and say should be impacted by our new identity in Christ Jesus. Resurrection is not 
the word of the past but the present and the future.  
 
How does the resurrection of Jesus impact your life today? If you are not so sure 
how to go about it, then here are four suggestions: 
 
First, live a forgiven life. Turn your failure of the past into actions of faith. If a 
mistake or regret of your life haunts you today, subject it to the blazing light of the 
empty tomb and live in freedom. Give every poor decision you made to the risen 
Christ. God has already forgiven you. So, don’t beat yourself up over what God 
has already forgiven. Accept His forgiveness and move forward with the new life 
God has given you. Forgive yourself as God has forgiven you. And forgive others 
likewise.  
 
Second, live a meaningful life. Tell others about Jesus and the meaning of His 
life, death, and resurrection in your life. Let the story of God in you be known to 
others. Then, the story itself will work in the lives of those who hear it. 
 
Third, live a powerful life. The same power that brought Jesus back to life is 
available for you (Ephesians 1:18). If God can bring back His Son from death, He 
can fix whatever is messing you up right now. Speak life to all circumstances in 
the name of Jesus Christ and see how the resurrection power works. Our God is not 
dead. Amen? Amen! 
 
Lastly, live a never-ending life. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He 
who believes in me, though he may die, he shall live” (John 11:25). Jesus 
triumphed over death and the powers of evil. That means we have rock-solid hope 
for the future. As Christians, the believers of Christ’s resurrection, we do 
experience sorrow when someone dies, but we do not grieve like people who have 
no hope. 
 
As a pastor, I have stood beside many caskets, and I can attest to this truth. When 
someone passes from this life knowing the resurrected Christ, we have the 
assurance they have passed from death to life, just as Jesus did. We don’t have to 
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fear death and the grave. We know the story isn’t over. Our Lord Jesus is the 
tangible proof of this. Because He lives, we truly can face tomorrow, and we can 
face the day confidently.  
 
Whatever is overwhelming you right now, place Jesus in the middle of it. He 
invites you to bring your burdens to Him (Matthew 11:28), and He has proven that 
He can handle them.  
 
In the power of resurrection, let us live a forgiven life, a meaningful life, a 
powerful life, and a never-ending life today. Amen. 
 
 
 


