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The Story (26.5): The Hour of Darkness 09/11/2022 
John 21:9-15 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 
 
 
Twenty-one years ago today, September 11, 2001, America was shocked by the 
madness of terrorism that landed on our land that took many innocent lives. It was 
the hour of darkness in America. Today, we take a moment to remember and 
mourn the tragic loss of life. Let us take a moment of silence. [silence] 
 
Today, we are continuing the story from the hour of darkness in the Bible. It is the 
story of the Holy Week, from Palm Sunday to Holy Saturday before Easter. It was 
the time the cheering crowds turned into jeering crowds. It was when the same 
people who shouted "Hosanna! Blessed be the king who comes in the name of the 
Lord!" also shouted "Crucify Him!" because Jesus did not meet their expectations. 
 
The people who greeted Jesus with cheers expected Jesus to be their king. They 
were expecting a revolt against Roman rule that would be led by a new Messiah, 
someone chosen by God, who would lead them into a new time of prosperity. But 
Jesus didn't meet their expectations.  
 
Turning the money changers' tables over in the Temple was a good start to the 
Holy Week on Monday, but then instead of calling the people to action, Jesus 
headed out of town with His disciples, had the Passover meal, and instructed them 
to serve others like He was washing their feet at the Table.  
 
Instead of resisting arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane, He allowed Himself to be 
led away. Instead of a stirring speech calling people to arms, Jesus remained 
mostly silent when King Herod and Pontius Pilate questioned Him. By the time 
Jesus appeared before the people again, when Pilate had given them the choice of 
which prisoner should be released, the people had turned on Jesus and were ready 
to see Him crucified. All these happened because Jesus didn't meet the 
expectations of His disciples and the crowds.  
 
Jesus' disciples followed Jesus for three years and listened to His teachings daily. 
But they did not understand it at all. They expected Jesus as the Messiah to lead a 
revolt against Roman rule and set them free.  
 
Perhaps Judas betrayed Jesus, hoping to force Jesus to respond in the "right" way. 
The disciples claimed that Jesus was the Son of God, and they had seen miracles 
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that confirmed it. But they still argued with Jesus when He said He would be 
killed. When He was arrested, and things looked bleak, the disciples abandoned 
Him, denied Him, and tried to forget that they had been a part of His group. 
 
Jesus didn't meet the expectations of Pharisees and Sadducees, also. They expected 
the Messiah to be the ultimate law-follower, and Jesus broke the laws of Moses as 
much as He followed them. Not only that, He condemned the Pharisees and 
Sadducees as hypocrites. Because of this, the Pharisees and Sadducees worked 
together to plot His destruction. Not meeting the expectations of people put Him to 
death. Jesus was crucified and dead. 
 
Fact #1! Jesus didn't meet the expectations the world had of a Savior. Are we better 
than Jesus in meeting the expectations of the world? No, right? No matter how 
good we are, we will have someone who will always hate us since we cannot meet 
their expectations fully. Sometimes, they go the extra mile to damage us like those 
who crucified our Lord, Jesus Christ. Unreasonable, and yet it is the reality of life.  
 
Perhaps some of us are going through dark times and see no end in sight right now. 
Perhaps some of us feel stuck in the valley of the shadow of death with no hope in 
life. Perhaps some of us are falsely accused by others because their expectations 
were not met. If you are one of these, please know that our Lord Jesus was where 
you are. He knows what you are going through. He knows how to lead you out of 
that hour of darkness because He's been there and done that. So, keep walking 
through the valley of the shadow of death by trusting our Lord. Keep walking. 
Keep living. Where you are is not your final destination.  
 
Fact #2! Our "story" in Jesus Christ does not end there. After the long hours of 
darkness, Jesus had a good morning as He met God's expectation—to bring God's 
people back to Him. We will have this "good morning" story in depth next week. 
Just for today, I will mention that this good morning with Jesus after the hour of 
darkness was extended to His disciples to restore their lives in Jesus Christ.  
 
The first thing Jesus did with His disciples, particularly Simon Peter, was having 
breakfast with them. After the meal, Jesus dealt with Peter's issue from the past by 
asking, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" This is a heavy-hitting question for 
Peter since he denied Jesus three times while Jesus was undergoing trial. Jesus 
liberated Peter from his imperfection with His love for the life of the present and 
the future.  
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My friends! Someone might tell you that you are perfect just the way you are. 
Please know that you are not. I am not. No one is perfect except God. But God has 
designed us that way. If we are willing to accept that, we will have grace. This 
grace is a gift from God. Like the freedom we enjoy in this country, that grace was 
paid for with Jesus' blood.  
 
There is grace in our imperfections if we embrace our imperfections in the love of 
God. So, come to the Lord just as you are. "Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to 
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:6-7). This is the promise of 
God we are to stand on in the hour of darkness. Would you? The choice is yours. 
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


