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What My Mom Said… 05/08/2022 
Proverbs 31:1-9 Finau Mateaki 
 
 
Aloha! My name is Finau Mateaki. I am 11 years old. I would like to take this 
moment to thank all mothers around the world. First off, I would like to thank our 
loving God for all that our God has done for us. Thank You, Lord, for giving us 
mothers.  
 
Today is a very special day for very special people. Mothers! What would we ever 
do without them? I don't know what to do without my mom J I think some people 
believe that they can do things without their mother. But surely, I'm not one of 
them. I can say proudly I don't fit in that crowd. I believe that regardless of how 
old or young we are, we need our mothers and their wisdom, especially if our 
mothers are godly. 
 
On this special day, we honor our mothers and the women in our lives. I pray that 
we will find a special way to express our love and appreciation to our mothers. For 
our mothers, who have given us life and love, I pray that we show them our 
reverence and love. For mothers who have lost a child through death, I pray that 
their faith in our resurrected Jesus will give them hope. For women who have cared 
for us like mothers, even though we are not their own biological children, I give 
my heartfelt thanks. On this special day, I also remember that some people do not 
have caring mothers. If you are one of those, I pray that you feel easy a little bit 
with the love our church and I offer in prayer on this special day. 
 
Today's scripture, Proverbs chapter 31, verses 1 through 9, is about what King 
Lemuel's mother said to him. It is about the godly advice of his godly mother. 
According to today's scripture, his mother told him not to use his strength on 
women, don't drink, and speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves.  
 
My mother, Mrs. Neolina Lose LakaLaka Mateaki, is the mother of seven children. 
I am the oldest of these seven. My mom is godly, and she is a great mother to me 
and my siblings. Like King Lemuel's mother, she guides us with her godly advice. 
Today's message I want to share is based on what my mom said to me. While you 
are hearing this message, I would like to encourage you to think about what your 
mom said to you also. 
 
First, my mom said, "Put others before you." She said this to us to make sure we, 
her children, will not be selfish or self-centered. I remember a scripture I learned 
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from Sunday school. It's Philippians chapter 2, verses 3 through 4. It says, "Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others." I think this lesson is important for all of us because 
we naturally think of ourselves as higher than others and think of our own benefits 
before others’. So, I would like to encourage us to think of our mom today instead 
of ourselves and express our appreciation to them on this special day. Regardless 
of how good or bad things our mom did, they are our “mother.” I believe that today 
is the day to think less of ourselves and more of our moms. I hope you do this with 
me today. 
 
Second, my mom said, "Kill your enemies with your kindness." Some of you 
might know that I recently got elected as the President of Kahakai Elementary 
School. In the student council election campaign, I was falsely accused of 
something that I hadn’t done, and a rumor got circulated as I was running for the 
president of the school. It deeply hurt me, but at that moment, I remember what my 
mother said to me—to kill our enemies with our kindness. So, I kept my smile and 
was kind to everyone. Then, TA-DA! I got elected as the president! Yes, my mom 
was right. We can kill our enemies with our kindness. God said, “To love our 
enemies.” But honestly, I am not there yet. I am still working on it J At least, for 
now, I am killing my enemies with my kindness.  
 
Third, my mom said, "Be kind to your siblings because they will be your best 
friends when you grow up." I am still growing. So, I don't know whether my 
siblings will be my best friends when I grow up or not yet. However, my siblings 
and I fight a lot. Just imagine seven little kids running around in the house 
fighting—both boys and girls from ages 11 to 1. I am the oldest of this crazy bunch 
J My mom's speech on "being kind to my siblings" usually comes to me when we 
have craziness in the house. I love my brothers and sisters, but they often drive me 
nuts. Each day, I am working on being kind to my siblings. Do you have anyone 
bothering you? As Pastor Sunny taught us that we all are God's children. We all are 
siblings to each other in Jesus. If someone drives you nuts, I hope you can 
remember what my mom said—"Be kind to your siblings." 
 
Lastly, my mom said, "Respect elders." I think respecting elders begins with our 
parents. One of the Ten Commandments says, "Honor your father and your 
mother." I respect my parents even though I behave a little differently occasionally. 
I hope that I bring honor to my parents, grandmom, aunties, and all the elders in 
my life. I respect all of you, elders, and I appreciate your support.  
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Especially, I would like to express my appreciation to all mothers, aunties, 
grandmas, and all women on this special day for loving us and nurturing us the 
way that you do. All the things you do for your children, grandchildren, and all 
kids in general are unreal. It is definitely a hard task to do for us. I cannot imagine 
myself doing what all mothers do. I know it's a hard task all mothers do because I 
can barely watch my siblings at once as my mom does. 
 
From the first day my mom became my mother, she has loved me, and her love got 
stretched to my siblings. She has shown affection for me and my siblings and let us 
know how much we are always loved. She is the first person in the house to get up 
and wake all seven of us in the morning. She prepares us all to get ready to go to 
school while nursing our two youngest siblings, Koinonia and Nilla. She gives us a 
ride to school and picks us up at school. Just imagine yourselves in her shoes. Isn't 
she amazing? Yes, she is. She does everything that she can do to fulfill our needs.  
 
Mom! You love us, feed us, clothe us, bathe us, and pay the bills for us to have a 
sweet and safe home. Thank you for putting up with us and having patience with 
us. I know we can be a bit of a crazy bunch. But, Mom, please know that I 
appreciate you more than you can imagine. Thank you for being not only my mom 
but our mom.  
 
As I am closing my message, I would like all those who hear this message to 
contact your mom today and tell her that you love her. If your mom is already with 
the Lord in Heaven, then offer a special prayer of thanks, thanking her for being 
your mom. Let us love our mom and appreciate her on this special day as we 
remember what our mom said. Amen. 
 
 


