
1 

 

The Story (18): Daniel in Exile 04/26/2022 
Daniel 1:8, 6:21-23 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 
 
 
Today's story is the story of Daniel in exile. Where can we find this story in the 
Bible? Of course, it's in the Book of Daniel. The first six chapters of the book are a 
collection of short stories about this young man Daniel and his three friends, taken 
to Babylon after the destruction of Jerusalem. The final six chapters of the book 
contain a number of apocalyptic visions that Daniel had. Today, we will focus on 
the stories in the first six chapters of the book.  
 
The main lesson that we can learn from the story of Daniel in exile is that our 
circumstances don't decide whether or not God's been faithful. God is faithful 
regardless of our circumstances. Period. Amen? Amen! The implication of this 
lesson for us is to reconsider how we determine our reality and adjust the way we 
do. Here is what I mean. 
 
In Chapter 1 in the Book of Daniel, we hear the story of Daniel fasting during the 
first year of Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar's reign. Daniel 1:8 states that Daniel 
"purposed" in his heart that he would not defile himself. The Hebrew word " םֶׂ֤שָּיַו  
(Sum)" translated to "purposed" in this passage carries the idea of making 
decisions. Simply, the story of Daniel in exile tells us to make up our minds that 
our God is faithful regardless of our circumstances.  
 
After having a special vegetarian diet to follow the kosher of the Jewish religion 
for 10 days, Daniel and his three friends looked healthier than others. But still, they 
were enslaved people in Babylon. Their circumstance did not change by the 
faithful action they took. 
 
The second story in the Book of Daniel is about Daniel telling what dream King 
Nebuchadnezzar had and interpreting the dream for him. Then, Daniel became the 
ruler over the entire province of Babylon, but he was still an enslaved person in 
Babylon (Daniel 2). 
 
The following story is not about Daniel but his three amigos—Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego. They were thrown into the blazing furnace because they did not 
worship the image of gold King Nebuchadnezzar made (Daniel 3). They survived, 
and they got promoted in the province of Babylon. But they were still enslaved 
people in Babylon. 
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Chapter 4 of the book tells the story of King Nebuchadnezzar's another dream. 
This time he knew what he dreamed about—the dream of a tree. Daniel interpreted 
the dream for the king. Like Daniel's interpretation of the king's dream, King 
Nebuchadnezzar died. Still, Daniel was an enslaved person in Babylon. 
 
Now, Babylon got a new king—King Belshazzar, King Nebuchadnezzar's son 
(Daniel 5). At the banquet he offered, the fingers of a human hand appeared and 
wrote something on the wall. No one could read nor interpret the writing on the 
wall except Daniel. Daniel got promoted to the third-highest ruler in the 
Babylonian kingdom (Daniel 5:29). But still, Daniel was an enslaved person in 
Babylon.  
 
Now, one of the famous stories, Daniel in the Lions' Den, comes during the reign 
of another new Babylonian king, King Darius (Daniel 6). With no harm, Daniel 
was lifted out of the den, and King Darius issued a decree to fear and reverence the 
God of Daniel. But still, Daniel was an enslaved person in Babylon.  
 
If Daniel determined his reality based on his circumstances, he would question 
God's faithfulness. But Daniel 1:18 says that Daniel and his friends decided to 
worship their Yahweh, their God, the God of Israel, even though their God does 
not do what they want God to do. They "purposed" in their hearts. They decided. 
They made up their minds that they will not let their circumstances determine their 
reality but God's faithfulness.  
 
In closing, let me share a story. Many years ago, A.J. Gordon, an American Baptist 
preacher, went to the World's Fair. From a distance, he saw a man pumping water 
with one of those old hand pumps. The water was pouring out, and he said as he 
looked, "That man is really pumping water." But when he got closer, he discovered 
that it was a wooden man connected to a pump powered by electricity. The man 
was not pumping the water; the water was pumping him. 
 
The question to ponder from today’s message is this: What would we let determine 
our reality? Circumstances? Or God's faithfulness? The choice is ours. Amen. 
 
 


