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When God Created Salvation 04/17/2022 (Easter Sunday) 
Matthew 28:1-10 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 
 
 
Well, there you have it! Ten verses, fifteen sentences, 219 words. That's what we 
have in today's scripture. It took me less than 90 seconds to read it. But it is the 
central event upon which all of the history pivots—the event which is central to 
our Christian life and faith; the fulfillment of an eternal plan; the realization of the 
promise made from time eternal for all humanity. Today's scripture describes the 
day when God created salvation—Easter. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus itself is never described anywhere in the Bible, 
presumably because no one saw Jesus exit the tomb. Not a single person beheld the 
moment when Jesus burst forth from the grave on that first Easter morning. No one 
witnessed the resurrection, but many have experienced it. No one can explain the 
resurrection, but many feel its effects. 
 
First, the earth felt the effects. "Suddenly, there was a violent earthquake," says 
Matthew 28:2. It shook. It reeled and rocked. The ground quaked. The rocks 
erupted. The earth cracked. The olive trees in the garden waved their twisted limbs. 
Nature was aroused. The earth trembled in sorrow at the crucifixion, but it leaped 
for joy at the resurrection. The quake attests to the cosmic significance of the 
event.  
 
Second, the angel felt the effects. Matthew 28:2-3 states that "…an angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven and approached [the tomb]. He rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his robe was as white as 
snow." Like an action hero on a Saturday-morning cartoon, shafts of lightning 
blazed from the angel with its clothes shimmering like new-fallen snow. He rolled 
away the stone not to let Jesus out but to let the women in. The angel sat on the 
rock that had been rolled away, indicating the triumph of the completed work of 
salvation. 
 
Third, the guards felt the effects. "The guards were so shaken from fear of Him 
that they became like dead men," according to Matthew 28:4. They stood as 
corpses. They shook, in their sandals, longer than the ground. The ones keeping 
watch over the dead became as dead. They were scared stiff. 
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Fourth, the women felt the effects. "After the Sabbath, as the first day of the 
week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to view the tomb" 
(Matthew 28:1). They came to anoint Jesus' body with spices to give Him more 
appropriate embalming. En route, they were concerned about who would move the 
stone for them. On seeing the stone rolled away from the opening of the tomb and 
hearing the angel proclaim that Jesus was not present, that He had been raised, they 
were filled with wonder and joy. The good news of His resurrection became their 
message to share. 
 
Everyone presented that day when God created salvation felt the effect of the 
resurrection. What effect does the resurrection have on us? Can we celebrate Easter 
and not be moved? Can we still have the world as it were yesterday? We want to 
come to church on Easter, sing some soul-stirring hymns, eat lunch with our family 
and friends, hunt for eggs with our children, and still have our world unrocked by 
the resurrection. We are amazingly well adjusted to the same old world. 
 
I think that is why Matthew reminds us that the whole earth shook on that first 
Easter morning when God created salvation. Luke records Easter as a meal on 
Sunday evening with the risen Christ (Luke 24:13-35). John has the resurrected 
Jesus encountering Mary Magdalene in the garden (John 20:11-17). But for 
Matthew, the day when God created salvation is an earthquake with a stone rolled 
away from the tomb and a dead person walking the streets, with an imprudent 
angel sitting on the stone. It was a ruckus. 
 
Since I was brought up in Southern California, I have experienced earthquakes 
often in my upbringing. The first earthquake I experienced was the Whittier 
Earthquake on Thursday, October 1, 1987. I was on my way to school, walking by 
a McDonald's on Colorado Bouvard in Glendale, California. Suddenly, the earth 
was shaken. The people in the McDonald's were running out of the building and 
screaming. The cars in the McDonald's parking lot were bumping each other, and 
beeping sounds were everywhere. I thought someone was filming a movie which 
often happened in my town during that time. So, the earthquake did not affect me 
when it happened because I didn’t know it was an earthquake. I kept walking to 
school as I had no time to stay there to watch the earthquake scenes at the 
McDonald's. When I reached the school gate, all teachers were in a yellow vest, 
directing students to go to the open field and telling us to stay there until our 
parents came to pick us up. In the field, I was told that a serious earthquake had hit 
us. Since then, the way of living in town for everyone got changed.  
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Easter! The day when God created salvation is the day of an earthquake that shook 
the whole world. It got everyone's attention. On the cross, the world did all it could 
to Jesus. At Easter, God did all He could to the world. And the earth shook. We 
don't explain that. We experience it. We feel it. It goes right through us, and it 
changes us. 
 
The soldiers shook, and not because the ground was rumbling. The angel plopped 
down on the stone in one final act of impudent defiance of death. He said to the 
women, "Don't be afraid, for I know you are looking for Jesus…. He is not here" 
(Matthew 28:5-6). Nobody went back the same way they came. Easter has that 
kind of moving effect on people. 
 
How does Easter move us and change us? Maybe today is the day to check our 
spiritual pulse. Maybe we have been living too long in the in-between-time of 
Good Friday and Easter. Maybe it is time to see and feel the resurrection of Jesus 
all over again. Maybe it is time to let God shake our world once again. Maybe it is 
time to allow God to roll the stone away from our cold and hardened hearts to feel 
the love and power of Jesus Christ. 
 
May Easter, the day when God created salvation, shake our world once again today 
to readjust the priority in our lives. May our Easter experience stir us up to go and 
tell others what we experience today. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


