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Wilderness Time: A Time of Comfort 04/03/2022 (5th Sunday in Lent) 
2 Corinthians 12:7b-10 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 
 
 
Today, we will have wilderness time as a time of comfort. The wilderness is a 
difficult and often frightening place. We sometimes believe that pure optimism is 
the key to making it through the wilderness. Optimism is great, but it is not 
enough. Something more is needed! That “something more” is the one we focus on 
today. According to Mark 1:13, that “something” is the angels who waited on Jesus 
in the wilderness.  
 
Almost everyone can tell us what an angel looks like: a halo around the head, 
wings sprouting from the back, a long flowing robe, perhaps a harp in the hands. 
But the Bible doesn’t seem concerned about such descriptions. Why? Maybe it is 
because we don’t experience angels as we experience them on a Christmas tree.  
 
In nearly every instance, the Bible mentions angels simply for what they do, not 
for their appearance. The Hebrew word ָאְלַמT  (malach) and the Greek word ἄγγελος 
(angelos) both mean “messenger.” Angels are messengers of hope when God’s 
message of hope is most needed.  
 
Think of the role of angels in the Bible. They usually appear at the low points in 
the lives of those who receive their messages. They deliver their messages in the 
wilderness times: Abraham and Sarah unknowingly entertained three angels who 
gave them the message of hope that they would have a son (Genesis 18:1-15). 
Jacob wrestled all night with an angel as he struggled with God and with himself 
about his life and the fear he had in facing his estranged twin brother Esau 
(Genesis 33:24-30). An angel brought hope and strength to Elijah when he sat 
down under a broom tree, just wanting God to take his life (1 Kings 19:5). An 
angel met the grieving women at Jesus’ tomb and proclaimed the great message of 
hope: “He is not here; he has risen, just as he said” (Matthew 28:6 NIV). 
 
These were terribly low times in these individuals’ lives. These were times when 
God seemed far away and when the next moment seemed uncertain. It was 
precisely in that moment of need and weakness that the messengers of God 
delivered their messages. 
 
This is the good news that Apostle Paul discovered and recounted in today’s 
reading. Paul was tormented by some excruciating malady he called a “thorn in the 
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flesh.” When he repeatedly prayed for his awful “thorn in the flesh” to be removed, 
he received this answer from the Lord: “My grace is sufficient for you, for power 
is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).  
 
In our times of need and weakness, God’s message of hope and comfort is 
spoken—most often in a language too deep for words and too profound to voice. In 
the times of greatest need, God’s messenger who delivers the message of hope is 
with us. That is the good news of comfort in the wilderness. We are not alone in 
the wilderness. 
 
In the wilderness, we are comforted not by mere optimism but by hope—the hope 
that comes from knowing we are not alone; the hope that comes from knowing that 
the wilderness is not all there is; and the hope that comes from knowing that when 
our strength has gone God’s strength is sufficient.  
 
There is also something else. Think of your darkest wilderness experiences. Were 
there people who were God’s messengers of hope for you? That is one of the most 
beautiful ministries that God gives any of us—to become a ministering angel to 
help our siblings and neighbors in the wilderness experience the comforting 
presence of God. Even in the worst wilderness imaginable, God calls us to be these 
persons through whom the light, life, and love of God flow into a wilderness 
world. John Henry Jowett, a British Protestant preacher, said, “God does not 
comfort us to make us comfortable, but to make us comforters.” Let us help our 
siblings and neighbors in the wilderness experience the comforting presence of 
God today. Amen. 


