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Inspiration and Application 02/27/2022 (Transfiguration Sunday) 
Luke 9:28-36 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 
 
 
Today is Transfiguration Sunday, transitioning from the season of Epiphany to the 
season of Lent in the church year. At this junction in the Christian calendar, 
traditionally, we have the story of Jesus’ transfiguration. This year, we have this 
story from the Gospel of Luke. 
 
The story takes place “about eight days” after the Confession of Peter (Luke 9:18-
20), Jesus’ first passion prediction (Luke 9:21-22), and His admonitions about 
following Him (Luke 9:23-27). All of these provide important background, for 
Luke to say that the transfiguration took place “after these sayings.” 
 
Each of the Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—contains a story of 
Jesus’ transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-10; Luke 9:28-36). This story is 
not in the Gospel of John. The story of Jesus’ transfiguration in the Gospels of 
Matthew and Luke is drawn from Mark’s gospel. Still, however, there are some 
significant differences among them because the application of their inspiration is 
different from each other. Today we will focus on Luke’s inspiration and his 
application. 
 
In the story of Jesus’ transfiguration according to the Gospel of Luke, with Jesus, 
we have His three disciples–Peter, James, and John—and Moses and Elijah up on 
the mountain.  
 
Luke’s version of the story is closely related to Moses, after being in the presence 
of God to receive the Ten Commandments and coming down from Mount Sinai. 
According to Exodus 34:29, Moses’ face was radiant because he spoke with 
the LORD. If we read today’s scripture carefully, we notice that Luke does not say 
that Jesus was actually “transfigured” as it is in the Gospels of Mark and Matthew. 
Luke only states that Jesus’ face was altered, along with the other two. Luke also 
says that the clothing of Jesus became dazzling white. In addition to that, Luke 
alone provides the content of the conversation between Jesus, Moses, and Elijah 
(Luke 9:31). 
 
Luke’s disclosure concerning the conversation, recorded in Luke 9:31, is highly 
significant for his account of Jesus’ transfiguration. He says that Moses and Elijah 
were speaking of Jesus’ departure, which Jesus was about to accomplish in 
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Jerusalem. The Greek term translated as “departure” here is ἔξοδος (éxodos; 
exodus). They speak then of Jesus’ exodus from this world through His suffering, 
death, and resurrection into heaven, the place where they dwell with God. That 
exodus can only happen in accord with what Jesus Himself had predicted when He 
said, just before this story of Jesus’ transfiguration, that He must suffer, be killed, 
and be raised on the third day (Luke 9:22). 
 
Then, we hear Peter saying to Jesus—“Let us put up three shelters here” in Luke 
9:33. The three “shelters” (NIV) or “dwellings” (NRSV) or “booths” (RSV) 
depending on which translations of the Bible you are reading Luke 9:33 recall 
those used at the Festival of Booths or Tabernacles, an annual harvest festival. This 
festival commemorates God’s protection during the wilderness wanderings 
(Leviticus 23:39-43). The booths also symbolize a time of rest, which could be 
interpreted allegorically as the messianic rest. The saying of Peter to Jesus—“Let 
us put up three shelters here”—would mean that, since the messianic age is here, 
the group should ‘camp out’ permanently on the mountain. In the Gospel of Luke, 
Peter had the right inspiration but a wrong application.  
 
Luke does not say anything about Peter’s wrong application of inspiration. 
However, those people who read Luke’s version of the story has added their 
comments in the parentheses saying, “He [Peter] did not know what he was 
saying” (Luke 9:33). Anyway, Luke does not focus on Peter’s wrong application 
but just moves on to say that there is the voice from heaven, declaring that Jesus is 
God’s Son, recalling the same declaration at His baptism (Luke 3:22). The voice 
from heaven also tells the disciples to listen to Jesus (Luke 9:35). The story ends 
with the self-imposed silence (Luke 9:36). Jesus’ disciples are in awe of God. 
 
Transfiguration of our Lord is a Christological festival, not so much an occasion 
for moralism saying that we all have mountain top experiences but must come 
down. Jesus’ transfiguration transitions us from the season of Epiphany to the 
season of Lent, and from the inspiration of Christmas to the application of Easter. 
In between, there is time of transfiguration in silence and reflection which we call 
it—the season of Lent.  
 
The incarnated God, Jesus, came to us on Christmas Day and inspired us with His 
birth and ministry. This inspiration is not just for us to keep but transform us to 
walk the passion journey with Him to reach the Day of the Resurrection. The true 
inspiration of our incarnated God, Jesus, will not make us sit around and do 
nothing about it. 
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Our God is alive and active. His word is alive and active, sharper than any double-
edged sword. It penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It 
judges the thoughts and attitudes of our hearts (Hebrews 4:12). True inspiration 
accompanies application as it transforms us. In between, there is time of 
transfiguration silence.  
 
I pray that this upcoming season of Lent will be the journey of inspiration for us by 
having a personal conversation with God. I also pray that this upcoming season of 
Lent will be the journey of transfiguration by having a silent moment with God. 
Let us welcome the Day of the Resurrection through the journey of inspiration and 
transfiguration in this season of Lent. Amen.  


