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The Story (14): A Kingdom Torn in Two 02/06/2022 
1 Kings 12:16-19 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 
 
 
Today, we have a story about "a kingdom torn in two," covering the first book of 
Kings, chapters 12 through 16. It was a time of polarization with "too much me 
and not enough we." It was foretold at the time God became angry with Solomon 
when he was in the place of complacency with a partial commitment (1 Kings 11). 
God revealed to Solomon that He would take the kingdom away from his heirs and 
give it to another because of his partiality. But in His grace and mercy, God 
promised that Solomon's son would remain king over a small portion of the entire 
commonwealth of Israel. 
 
During Solomon's reign, two leaders arise—Rehoboam and Jeroboam. Rehoboam 
is Solomon's son and the rightful heir to the United Kingdom. Jeroboam was a 
rising star in Solomon's administration. Unfortunately, both were full of 
themselves, which caused more division and polarization.  
 
Jeroboam was a popular leader in the tribe of Ephraim. He served Solomon well 
until Ahijah, a prophet, said he would someday rule part of the kingdom. Solomon 
thought only a traitor could think of taking part in the kingdom, so he wanted to 
punish Jeroboam for treason. Jeroboam saved his life by fleeing to Egypt (1 Kings 
11:26-40). 
 
When Solomon died after ruling forty years, Jeroboam came back from Egypt. 
Again, he was a popular leader among the people as they gathered to crown 
Solomon's son Rehoboam as their king. Jeroboam and other leaders representing 
all of Israel went to Rehoboam and asked him to lower their taxes, not demand so 
much work and military service from them. They promised to be loyal subjects of 
the new king if he would do that. 
 
Rehoboam asked them to give him three days to respond (1 Kings 12:1-5). It 
seemed like he was considerate and responsive, not reactive. But he was caught up 
in this idea of "too much me and not enough we." He consulted with the elders 
who had served his father, Solomon. Since he asked, they advised him to grant the 
people's request. However, Rehoboam did not like their advice as it was not what 
he wanted to hear. So, he just fired his entire cabinet and found some new advisors 
who would be his "yes" people. Rehoboam doubled down on the harshness on 
them. 
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So, this scene is set for a major confrontation, civil war, which results in a divided 
kingdom. Rehoboam, Solomon's son, becomes king of the smaller Southern 
Kingdom—Judah. In contrast, Jeroboam becomes king over a federation of tribes 
that take the name "Israel" and become the Northern Kingdom, also known as 
"Kingdom of Samaria."  
 
The people of Israel become a divided nation, weakened and far from God. Later, 
the Assyrians crushed the Kingdom of Israel (722 BCE), and its people were 
carried off into exile and oblivion. Over a hundred years later, Babylonia 
conquered the Kingdom of Judah, exiling most of its inhabitants and destroying 
Jerusalem and the Temple (586 BCE). 
 
The glories of their one nation under God get dismantled by one man, Solomon, 
who was in the place of complacency with a partial commitment and polarized the 
nation more by the people who were "too much me and not enough we." 
 
One nation under God! The United States of America! The United Methodist 
Church! Are we one? Are we united? Don't you agree with me in saying that we 
live in an age of polarization? We live in angry times. No matter where we go, 
what we watch, or how we communicate, our culture is rife with division and 
polarization. Unfortunately, Christians appear to be caught up in the same 
animosity as the culture at large. While our faith calls us to Christian unity, the 
hard fact remains: our churches are tragically divided across class, ethnic, gender, 
and political lines. As these social chasms grow—both inside and outside the 
church—the role of the true followers of Jesus Christ becomes paramount. 
 
In the midst of all, I can say that we are still hopeful because we have true 
followers of Jesus Christ who confess that "I have been crucified with Christ; and 
it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in me: and that life, which I now live in 
the flesh, I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself up for me." May we be the HOPE for this polarized world today. 
Amen. 
 


