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The Story (13.5): The King Who Had It All 01/30/2022 
1 Kings 11:9-13 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 
 
 
Today, we have the second part of King Solomon's story. Last week, we had King 
Solomon, who had it all. In his inadequacy, he had it all as he renewed his 
relationship with God. Today, we have King Solomon, who lost it all because of 
his complacency with a partial commitment. The consequences of that poor finish 
did not just impact him or his family alone but had a devastating effect on an entire 
nation. 
 
Solomon was the first monarch to introduce idolatry into Israel at an institutional 
level, building high places—elevated altars—for the gods of his foreign wives. At 
the beginning of 1 Kings, chapter 3, we see some hints that Solomon's heart was 
not completely devoted to God when he had it all and felt competent to rule over 
God's people.  
 
Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh, king of Egypt. He took Pharaoh's 
daughter and brought her into the city of David. Even though he intentionally 
disregarded the rule of the Lord here with this marriage, Solomon still said that he 
loved the Lord and worshiped Him (1 Kings 3:1-3). That was just the beginning. 
He had 700 wives and 300 concubines (1 Kings 11:3). Solomon made a marriage 
alliance with Egypt, the Moabites, Edomite, Sidonian, Hittite, and more (1 Kings 
7:8; 11:1). Solomon's marital decisions were in direct violation of God's Law.  
 
Finally, today's scripture informs us that God became very angry with Solomon, 
and it caused him to lose it all. God was saying, "Enough! Enough of the 
complacency with a partial commitment! You worship me and renew your 
relationship with me. But you are not caring much about keeping my commands. 
What you do and what you say do not go together. The kingdom of Israel will be 
torn into two because of you, and you will lose it all" (1 Kings 11:9-13, 
paraphrasing). 
 
The most dangerous situation Solomon and other followers of Jesus Christ, like 
you and I, can be found in is the place of complacency with a partial commitment. 
We, God's people, often find ourselves in the place of complacency very subtly, 
and often we are defeated by it. The Bible talks about this repeatedly to warn us, 
yet we fall into it often like King Solomon. 
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Let's talk about what complacency is. According to Oxford Dictionary, 
complacency is a feeling of smug or uncritical satisfaction with oneself or one's 
achievements. But the biblical concept of complacency is more than that. 
Complacency in the biblical concept is not about comfort or feelings. It's not 
security. It's not safety.  
 
Many people think that if we are looking to have a comfortable life, if we are 
looking to have a secure life, that's complacent. No, that's not complacent. There's 
nothing wrong with wanting a secure, comfortable life. There is nothing negative 
about wanting a secure, comfortable life. I think that it's a good thing to begin to 
work hard and think, "How can we stabilize our lives?"  
 
Complacency is when we know something is not right, we know something is off, 
yet we do nothing about it. We know that our walk with God is off. We know that 
spiritually things are off. And it's not that we don't have ups and downs. It's not that 
we don't all face obstacles in our walk with God, but yet there's something 
different about it. It's when we just kind of give up, we kind of just don't care. We 
kind of say, "Well, it is what it is," and we just find ourselves doing nothing about 
it. 
 
Complacency hits marriages and all relationships. It's not that we all don't go 
through some stuff in our relationships, but complacency is where, we know, a 
conversation needs to be had. We know, a talk needs to be had, and it's going to 
include confrontation, and it's going to be uncomfortable, and it's not going to be 
fun. And it might even cause tears, and it might even cause some separation for a 
little bit. But, we know, the conversation needs to be had.  
 
Things are not okay. Things are not good, but we just refuse to have that 
conversation. We know, it needs to go in a different way, but we just pull back and 
do nothing about it. That's the complacency the Bible talks about. 
 
Solomon knew making a marriage alliance with foreign countries was a direct 
violation of God's Law, but he did nothing about it. Instead, he kept making this 
alliance over and over while keeping his habitual worship of God.  
 
As I am closing today's message, let me provide a picture of complacency from the 
Bible. It's from Deuteronomy 3:11. It says, "Og king of Bashan was the last of the 
Rephaites. His bed was decorated with iron and was more than nine cubits 
long and four cubits wide. It is still in Rabbah of the Ammonites." “Ummm… 
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What does it got to do with the complacency?” some might ask.  Og, king of 
Bashan, was the last enemy God's people faced before getting into the Promised 
Land. The scripture says that his bed was an iron bed, nine cubits long and four 
cubits wide. It’s about 14 feet in length and 7 feet in its width. This is the first 
king-size bed we see in the Bible. The Bible does not say anything about Og, king 
of Bashan but his king-size bed. Unlike all enemies the people of Israel fought 
from the time they left Egypt, the last enemy they had to defeat was the enemy 
with his king-size bed. This last enemy was not loud. He was not overt. He was not 
obviously threatening the people of Israel.  
 
The enemy with a king-size bed was subtle and tempting by telling us, "You've 
done enough. You've sacrificed enough. You've served enough. You've given 
enough. You've prayed enough. You've reached out enough. It's enough. Come on 
over here. Look at this bed. Doesn’t it look comfortable? Isn't it impressive? You 
deserve this bed. Come on over into this bed. Life doesn't have to be that intense. 
Life doesn't have to be that extreme. You don't have to do all that. You've done 
enough. It’s your turn to go ahead and just settle in." 
 
Does any of us hear the enemy with a king-size bed whispering at our ears, saying, 
"We've done enough, and whatever it is, it is"? If yes, please guard your heart 
immediately with the Words of God. Soak yourselves in the love of God. Lean not 
on your own understanding or feelings but the Word of God. 
 
Dear my friends! In all things, we are more than conquerors through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who loves us (Romans 8:37). Let us not lose our hearts but guard our 
hearts. May we learn from King Solomon and defeat the enemy of complacency 
with our total commitment to God today. Amen. 
 
 


