
1 

 

The Story (13): The King Who Had It All 01/23/2022 
1 Kings 3:9-10 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 
 
 
Today, we are resuming the "The Story" sermon series. We have been drifted away 
from this sermon series for a while. So, I feel like it's good to have a moment to 
recapture what we've talked about so far. Ready? Here it goes. 
 
We have started this sermon series with the story of creation. Everything that God 
has made is from a place of rest and peace. Everything that God has made is good 
until the first two humans, Adam and Eve, went against God and introduced sin 
into humanity. That sin separates us from God. The rest of the stories in the Bible 
is about the story of how God brings us back to God and restores the goodness of 
God's creation.  
 
In this restoration process, God partners with those who are faithful to God and 
trust Him. God's first partner was "Noah," whose name means "rest and peace." 
From a place of rest and peace, God's rebuilding project has begun. With God's 
faithful partners such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, God rebuilt God's 
nation and promised them that they would be His bride, His treasured possession 
who would be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation for God.  
 
For about 430 years, God's people lived in Egypt, waiting for God's return. Finally, 
their waiting was over. God chose Moses as His partner to lead God's people out of 
Egypt to Mount Sinai to marry God. At Mount Sinai, the covenant relationship 
between God and God's people was consecrated. As a wedding gift, God gave 
God's people Torah ( הָרֹוּת ), which we usually call 'the Law' but truly it means 
'instruction' or 'guidance.' It is the instruction on how to have a happy married life 
with God. After the wedding, God and God's people had their honeymoon in the 
wilderness to get to know each other and work on their communication.  
 
In the wilderness, God spoke, but God's people did not listen well. There was a 
communication problem. So, the length of their honeymoon in the wilderness got 
extended. They spent 40 years in the wilderness instead of 11 days. After 40 years 
in the wilderness, God's people became more communicable and ready to move 
into their new home with God in the Promised Land. 
 
At the boundary of the Promised Land, Moses delivered his farewell speech, 
blessed God's people, declared Joshua as his successor, and died. From there, 
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Joshua became God's partner, leading God's people to the Promised Land. The 
honeymoon was over, and the married life began. Joshua finished his labor and 
died after settling God's people at their new home in the Promised Land. The Lord 
gave them rest on every side, just as God had sworn to their fathers.  
 
From there, the stories in the book of Judges starts, which traces the period 
between the death of Joshua and the rise of the monarchy in Israel. It covers the 
time God's people do what is right in their own eyes. Israel chose to obey God only 
partially, which led to a repeated cycle of sin, oppression, crying out to God for 
help, God's deliverance of His people through a judge, short-term peace, 
complacency, and sin yet again. Over and over, this cycle occurred in the land. 
That's when the judges came in.  
 
Samuel is the last judge of Israel and the first prophet after Moses. He inaugurated 
the monarchy by choosing and anointing Saul and David as kings of Israel. Today, 
we have the story of King Solomon, who had it all.  
 
Solomon became king because of his father David's faithfulness to God (1 Kings 
3:6; 2 Chronicles 3:6). Solomon knew about this, and he felt inadequate to rule 
over Israel. Today's story of King Solomon will teach us what we should do when 
we feel inadequate, not good enough, or unworthy. 
 
Here is the story of King Solomon early in his reign, sometime before he started 
construction on the temple. Imagine how King Solomon felt in the days preceding 
the day of the inauguration, filling in the shoes of his father David, the man after 
God's own heart. He felt inadequate to rule over Israel. In dealing with his 
inadequacy, Solomon showed his love for the Lord by walking according to the 
instructions given him by his father David (1 Kings 3:3a). In his inadequacy, he 
did whatever he had to do according to what his father instructed him. 
 
The lesson from the story of Solomon early in his reign is this: Just do whatever 
we have to do when we feel inadequate. Don't overthink. Don't stop doing or 
change anything. Don't make any critical decisions. Just keep doing whatever we 
have to do when we feel inadequate. What do we have to do when we feel not 
good enough or unworthy?  
 
In his inadequacy, Solomon offered a burnt offering, not one or two, but a 
thousand burnt offerings on the altar at Gibeon (1 Kings 3:4). Offering a burnt 
offering symbolizes total commitment or surrender all to God. The purpose of 
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offering a burnt offering is to renew our relationship with God. On that night when 
Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings—when he renewed his relationship 
with God—God appeared to him in a dream and said, "Ask me whatever you want 
me to give you" (1 Kings 3:5b). God offered Solomon a blank check after 
receiving his total commitment. 
 
How did Solomon respond? He said, "…give your servant [me] a discerning heart 
to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong" (1 Kings 3:9a). 
Out of everything in the whole world, Solomon asked for a discerning heart. 
Solomon did not ask for wealth, honor, or long life. He asked for a discerning 
heart. The word "discerning" in Hebrew Bin ( ןיִּב ) literally means hearing or 
listening. Solomon was asking God for a "hearing heart." He was simply saying, 
"Lord, I want a heart to hear You and hear Your people. I need Your wisdom and 
guidance to lead Your people. So, give me the ability to hear Your voice and hear 
the voice of Your people."  
 
God was pleased with Solomon's response. So, not only did God grant Solomon's 
request for a discerning heart but also gave him wisdom, power, riches, fame, and 
prosperity. Solomon had all that a man could ask for in this life. How? First, he 
recognized his inadequacy. Second, he did whatever he had to do in his 
inadequacy—to renew his relationship with God. 
 
Dear my friends! Do you feel inadequate? Do you feel that you are not good 
enough or unworthy? What are you going to do about it? The lesson we've learned 
from King Solomon today tells us to live our lives fully each day regardless of how 
we feel about ourselves by renewing our relationship with God. Would you be 
willing to put this lesson into action today? The choice is yours. Amen. 
 
 


