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In Remembrance 09/06/2020 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 
 

 

Good morning! This is Sunny Ahn, the Senior Pastor at Kona United Methodist 

Church. I am glad that you are with us this morning. Let me start today’s message 

with a short story. 

 

[Story] Grandma and Grandpa were sitting in their porch rockers watching the 

beautiful sunset and reminiscing about “the good old days.” Grandma turned to 

Grandpa and said, “Honey, do you remember when we first started dating and you 

used to just casually reach over and take my hand?” Grandpa looked over at her, 

smiled and obligingly took her aged hand in his. With a wry little smile, Grandma 

pressed a little more, “Honey, do you remember how after we were engaged, you’d 

sometimes lean over and suddenly kiss me on the cheek?” Grandpa leaned slowly 

toward Grandma and gave her a lingering kiss on her wrinkled cheek. Growing 

bolder, Grandma said, “Honey, do you remember how, after we were first married, 

you’d kind of nibble on my ear?” Grandpa slowly got up from his rocker and 

headed into the house. Alarmed, Grandma said, “Honey, where are you going?” 

Grandpa replied, “To get my teeth!” 

 

++++ 

 

Memory is a tricky thing—what we remember, what we forget. Sometimes, what 

we remember that never actually occurred. Mark Twain, an American writer, once 

said, “When I was younger, I could remember anything, whether it happened or 

not.”  

 

We, human beings, are such a sentimental creature of God. We keep pictures, we 

buy souvenirs to commemorate events. We sit around and talk about old times and 

reminisce. We do things, oftentimes, the same way we have always done things 

without asking why. It becomes a tradition that we keep, and that we do.  

 

Having communion is one of those “traditional” practices we do on the first 

Sunday of the month at Kona United Methodist Church. When the pandemic 

occurred and all “in-person” ministries were suspended in March this year, one of 

the big concerns for many of us was how to have communion meaningfully. With 

the guideline from the Bishop’s Office, we have been creative with it so far. 
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The apostle Paul began chapter 11 of 1 Corinthians by praising the Corinthians for 

their observance of public worship because, in his words, they “held firmly to the 

traditions.” There were good and praiseworthy elements about their worship. But 

when to their observance of the Lord’s Supper, he has no praise for them. He 

chastises them, instead, telling them they are in need of correction. 

 

He begins by reminding them what he told them, what he commended them to do 

with the Lord’s Supper. He reminds them that it did not come from him but 

directly from the Lord. The verse 23 says, “For I received from the Lord what I 

also passed on to you.” We observe the Lord’s Supper not because it’s a nice 

tradition but because it is commanded and given by our Lord. We observe it out of 

obedience even virtually these days. 

 

In partaking communion, we are to remember God’s grace shown in Christ Jesus 

and the new covenant established through Jesus Christ. The new covenant through 

Christ blood that was given to you and I is God’s pledge, His promise, His 

commitment to forgive and forget ALL of our sins. Thanks be to God. It is God’s 

grace manifested in the life of Christ and in the communion meal we celebrate. 

 

What a glorious and gracious, abundant gift and yet how easy it is to forget it when 

we are in the midst of our daily lives. Paul is challenging the Corinthians and you 

and I first and foremost when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper to remember and 

then to proclaim VERSE 26— “You eat the bread and drink the cup. When you do 

this, you are announcing the Lord’s death until he comes again.” 

 

It is not enough to just remember but we must also proclaim that the Lord’s Supper, 

the shedding of Christ’s blood didn’t end that day. There were two sets of 

footprints at that tomb—one going in and one coming out. Death was been 

defeated. The victory was won. Our Lord Jesus Christ overcame death. He was 

resurrected and He is coming back soon. 

 

The Lord’s Supper is not just a remembrance of what God has done for us but also 

a proclamation of what He will do for us. He is coming back. The saints and 

present will unite together in heaven, in eternal life as seen in His second coming. 

And that day may be sooner than you and I think. So, until He comes again, in 

remembrance of Mighty Act of Jesus Christ, we partake the Lord’s Supper and 

proclaim the mystery of faith—Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come 

again. Consecration of the Lord’s Table! 

 


