
The Mission of KUMC is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
The Vision of KUMC is growing disciples through worship, outreach, and living the gospel. 

 
2021 STEWARDSHIP LETTER 

 
September 15, 2020 
 
Dear Kona United Methodist Church Ohana: 
 
We live in interesting times. COVID-19 has changed, and is still changing, the way the world interacts. Kona 
United Methodist Church (KUMC) is not immune to those changes. Amid social distancing and shelter in 
place orders, we have canceled our regular “in-person” worship and moved to a virtual form of worship. We 
have been looking for alternate ways to be the church in a quickly changing landscape. Here are some ways 
we have continued to be a “church” together creatively: 

• Worship (Sundays, 8:30am in English & 10am in Tongan): We have a 300+ viewership in Real Time 
for our worship. On average, our worship has been viewed by 1,000+ per week from all around the 
world. Surely, the “world is our parish” we are claiming these days. 

• Education (Bible Reading on Mondays-Thursdays, 12noon; Tuesday Adult Study, 9am; Children’s 
Church on Sundays at 1pm): We continue to work on our spiritual growth to root our lives in the 
Word of God. During this pandemic, we’ve started a “Children’s Church” on Facebook, offering a 
Christian Education program for children, youth, and families. Each Sunday in Real Time, we have 
about 60 participants.  

• Fellowship (Zoom Monday Night Fellowship and Movie on Mondays, 6:30pm; Morning Walk on 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 7am, at the Old Kona Airport Garden; Zoom Ukulele Class on Saturdays, 
3pm): We continue to be in fellowship with each other even though our morning walks are currently 
on hold due to the resurgence of the virus in the State of Hawaii. Zoom Ukulele classes are led by 
Gloria Juan, the Director of Music Ministries. Jim Skibby has offered 30 of his handmade ukuleles for 
the class to use. The class participants are not only KUMC members, but people in the Kailua-Kona 
community, and also those on the mainland who worship with us through our online Sunday 
Worship. Kona UMC has become a “church” to people everywhere and we embrace all people through 
fellowship in Jesus Christ.  

• Caring Ministry: KUMC continues its caring ministry for its members, friends, and beyond. Under 
the leadership of Gloria Juan, the Congregation Care Ministry Team has been formed to care for all 
people on our church directory systemically. The Care Team members have contacted those on their 
care-list to let them know KUMC cares about their well-being. The second layer of care ministry has 
been coordinated by Karen von Kaenel to organize special care with meal preparation and delivery 
for those in need. With the pastoral discretional/Kokua Fund, we have been able to help people pay 
their rent, utility bills, groceries, etc. We continue our support to feed the homeless, Habitat for 
Humanity, Food Bank, and the Mission in Cambodia. By giving the apportionment, we have been part 
of the Global Mission of The United Methodist Church. 

 
Yes, we have been a “church” but a little “d٠i٠f٠f٠e٠r٠e٠n٠t٠l٠y” during this pandemic. We are sure that we 
will continue to be a “church” to share the Good News of Jesus Christ regardless what the year 2021 will look 
like. We will keep adjusting and adopting to continue to be a “church” to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
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transformation of the world” by “growing disciples through worship, outreach, and living the gospel.” We invite 
you to join this journey of KUMC in 2021 by upholding KUMC with your prayers, your presence, your gifts, 
your service, and your witness! Please share what you can and see what God will do with what you offer to 
God through KUMC. The best is yet to come! 
 
Blessings to each and all, 

 
Bill Jaeger      Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 
Finance Committee Chair    Senior Pastor 
 
PS. The 2021 Pledge Card is enclosed and also, printed below. You may use the Pledge Card images below 

or the enclosed Pledge Card. It has two sides (front & back). Please complete the card prayerfully and 
mail to church office before Sunday, September 27, if possible. You may scan the Pledge Card below 
after filling out and email the scanned file to Bill Jaeger (bjaegerhawaii@gmail.com). Please contact Bill 
Jaeger if you have any questions. Once again, thank you, KUMC Ohana, for supporting God’s ministry at 
KUMC with what you can share. Mahalo. 
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