
1 

 

In Times of Trouble 08/02/2020 

James 1:2-5 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 
 

 

Good morning! This is Sunny Ahn, the Senior Pastor at Kona United Methodist 

Church. I am glad that you are with us this morning. If you’re a guest, please let us 

know your presence with us, if possible, by making a comment on our worship 

video on our church website or Facebook. We would love to acknowledge your 

presence with us. Thank you again for being with us today. Let me start today’s 

message with a short story. 

 

[Story] Having money troubles, the young man decided to call his father again 

to borrow money from him, as he had done several times in the past.  He called 

him via the operator. When his father got on the phone, the son said, “I need to 

borrow 800 dollars.” His father replied, “Sorry, I cannot hear you, son, I think 

there may be a bad line.” The boy shouted, “Eight hundred. I need eight 

hundred dollars!” “Sorry, I still cannot hear you clearly,” his father said. The 

operator cut in, “Sorry to butt in, but I can hear your son perfectly clearly.” 

The father said, “Good. Then you send him the money!” 

 

++++ 

 

Life is a set of challenges, problems and hassles. This is true to the Christian life 

also. The Christian life is NOT one of continual blessing and endless triumph, 

praise, thanksgiving and victory. Many of us who have been a Christian for a while 

know that it is true. Life happens for all of us. “Stuffs” happen! 

 

We sometimes imagine that if we could just deal with the immediate challenge that 

we are facing, all our problems would be over. But life is not like that as we know. 

If we resolve one problem, others are just around the corner. Life is a series of 

problem-solving opportunities. The problems we face will either defeat us or 

develop us—depending on how we respond to them. 

 

Today’s scripture says that we should rejoice in the face of testing and trials. 

Rejoice in times of trouble, it says (vs. 2)! In the pandemic, in dealing with 

hurricane, earthquake, storms, unemployment, and all kinds of -ism…racism, 

sexism, agism, and whatever -ism we can think of these days, we are to be joyful. 

Are we joyful these days? Because of many challenges we have these days? 
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For some, the trials may have been a minor inconvenience or a momentary 

frustration. For others, the trials are far more serious, perhaps even a matter of life 

and death, of major stress or life-change. For others still, the whole course of their 

life is a continual trial and hardship: constant pain, physical or emotional; the grief 

of loved ones gone and never returning, of dreams which can never be fulfilled, of 

reversals from which it seems there is no return. 

 

And so, we are back where we began. The first instruction in times of trouble from 

the Book of James is that we rejoice in the face of testing and trials. We do not 

rejoice for the problems or challenges, but in times of trouble, we rejoice because 

of God who can provide a way of escape and deliverance (1 Corinthians 10:13; 

Psalm 34:19), and that regardless of what happens, our very lives and our every 

hope are in the hands of God. Many passages of Scripture instruct us to rejoice in 

God even in times of trouble (e.g. Psalm 27:5-6; 50:23; Jonah 2:9; Matthew 5:11-

12). We rejoice in God’s saving grace and promise. We rejoice in the hope which 

is laid up for us in heaven beyond the vicissitudes of this life. 

 

It is only possible to have such joy in life, even in the midst of suffering, if 

we know these ways of God. “Because you know,” says James (vs. 3). Not only are 

we to know and believe the hope which awaits us beyond this life, the hope of 

eternal life and blessing and grace in Christ Jesus, but we are also 

to know that as we stand fast in the midst of the trial, as we persevere and 

endure, as we exercise the very faith that is under attack, and hold fast to it trusting 

God, then the trial actually serves to strengthen it! Indeed, the trying of our faith, in 

times of trouble, develops patience, endurance and perseverance.  

 

Unfortunately, however, it is hard to see God and how God wants to use problems 

for good in our lives in times of trouble. Because of that, we react foolishly and 

resent our problems rather than pausing to consider what benefit they might bring. 

Honestly, this is a hard lesson to master. As simple as the concept is, it can be very 

challenging to find joy in times of trouble. But, that’s what I am praying for all of 

us these days by remembering who God is constantly. 

 

We are able to rejoice in times of trouble because we know our God. Our God is 

Emmanuel God who is with us always (Matthew 1:23). He will never leave us nor 

forsake us (Deuteronomy 31:6). God has a plan for us…plan to prosper us and not 

to harm us…plan to give us hope and future (Jeremiah 29:11). This amazing God 

so loves us that He gave His only begotten Son. Today we remember this loving 

God at the Table prepared before us. Consecration of the Lord’s Table! 


