
1 

 

Divine Encounters 08: Peter 07/12/2020 

Luke 5:4-6; John 21:4-6 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 

 

 

Good morning! This is Sunny Ahn, the Senior Pastor at Kona United Methodist 

Church. I am glad that you are with us this morning. I usually start the message 

with a short story. So, here it goes.  

 

[Story] A woman died and met St. Peter at the pearly gate. She asks, “Did I make it 

to heaven?” Peter answered, “No, not yet. You have to spell a word first.” She said, 

“Ok. What word?” Peter responded, “Spell the word, Love.” The woman spelled 

out loud, “L. O. V. E.” Peter said, “Great! You’re in.” A few months later, the 

woman was hanging out near the gate and Peter asked her to watch the gate for 

him while he was having a lunch break. She said, “Of course, I will do, but what 

do I do?” Saint Peter said, “If someone comes, just have them spell a word like I 

did with you.” She said, “Ok.” A little later her ex-husband appeared at the gates. 

He saw her and asked, “Did I make it to heaven?” The ex-wife said, “No, not yet. 

You have to spell a word first.” Eager to get into heaven the ex-husband asked, 

“Which word?” The ex-wife replied, “Spell Czechoslovakia.” 

 

++++ 

 

There are probably hundreds of jokes about St. Peter at the Pearly Gate. You might 

know some of them. The foundation of all the St. Peter at the Pearl Gate jokes is 

Matthew 16:18-19 when Jesus says, “And I tell you Peter, and on this rock I will 

build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the 

keys of the Kingdom of Heaven.”  

 

This is the most detail we get from the Bible on the gatekeeper question. The 

concept of Peter standing at the gates of heaven is actually a later interpretation of 

Scripture. Some thought of this as Peter being the Saint who is physically holding 

the keys at the entrance of Heaven, but others thought of it as Peter was entrusted 

to bring the Gospel to the lost. Looking at this thought, Peter has the authority to 

open the gates by sharing the Gospel. 

 

No matter how we want to take this passage, the main point is that when Jesus 

thought of Heaven he thought of Peter—a messy mix of good and bad, a bundle of 

contradictions, a hero one moment and a goat the next.  
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The Bible has many stories related to Peter, such as his calling story with catching 

a large number of fish (Luke 5). Jesus changed his name from Simon to Peter, the 

Rock (John 1). Peter walked on water (Matthew 14), confessed Jesus as Christ but 

being rebuked by Jesus for having little faith (Matthew 16). He refused a foot 

washing first and then wanted his whole body to be washed (John 13). He vowed 

never to desert Jesus, but denied Jesus three times (Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22). 

He was with Jesus at the garden of Gethsemane, but he slept throughout the night 

while Jesus was praying. And then, he defended Jesus by cutting off an ear of 

Malchus, one of soldiers who came to arrest Jesus (John 18). Once again, Jesus 

recalled Peter to ministry after catching a large number of fish (John 21). These are 

some of Peter’s stories from the Bible.  

 

As we can tell from the brief stories of Peter we just shared, one moment he is 

brilliant; the next he is a moron! Peter put his foot in his mouth so often that he had 

to wear mint-flavored sandals! He was a bundle of contradictions—kind of like me, 

and some of you, I think.  

 

And yet, Peter was one of the first people whom Jesus called to follow and became 

the leader of the twelve disciples. Due to the limited time today, we will just have 

two stories—catching a large number of fish from Luke 5 and John 21. The fish 

catching story in Luke 5 takes place at the very beginning of Jesus ministry while 

the story in John 21 takes place after the resurrection of Jesus.  

 

The first calling of Peter to ministry in Luke 5 is with general casting of the nets to 

catch fish, but the second calling of Peter to ministry in John 21 is a very specific 

casting of the nets—right side of the boat.  

 

After the death and resurrection of Jesus, Peter and other disciples (Andrew, James, 

and John) went back to fishing in the same area where they were first 

commissioned by Jesus to become fishers of people (Luke 5). This means Peter’s 

first and second call to ministry commenced at the very same spot—the seashore of 

Galilee. 

 

After denying Jesus three times, Peter went back to the very same spot where he 

was called to ministry for the first time and fishing there all night, but caught 

nothing. The reason for caught nothing is that word for worry and fear is the same 

word for fishing in Hebrew (dalet, aleph, gimmel). Peter caught nothing because he 

was fishing from worry, fear, and anxiety as he was running away from Pharisees, 

Seduces, and Romans.  
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Lesson number one from these stories is this: When we are unsettled, go back to 

the moment when we felt God’s love for the first time that made us to follow Him 

or made us to come to church. For me, it is the time when I was healed from 

sickness when I was six years old. I usually hold that first love of God I 

experienced when I am shaken and lost. How about you?  

 

I know many of us are very discouraged and frustrated by this pandemic situation. 

Anxiety, worry, and fear are escalating everywhere, and people behave very 

interestingly, I believe, because of stress. The scripture tells us today to go back to 

the first love we have experienced with God and fear not. Remember the time or 

the first moment you knew, God loves you. That love will never fail you nor 

forsake you. So, fear not. Trust the Lord!  

 

Now, the lesson number two comes from John 21:6, “Cast the nets on the right-

hand side of the boat” (NASB). This is a very significant detail. In Jewish tradition, 

left side is a place of strict justice, legalism, or judgement. But the right side is a 

place of kindness, love, and compassion. That’s exactly what Jesus was going to 

demonstrate to Peter. 

 

Jesus wants us to fish from the place of kindness, love, and compassion that our 

nets will be filled. Fishing from the place of worry, anxiety, judgement, and 

legalism, makes our nets remain empty. The right is shalom while the left is chaos.  

 

The lesson number two for today is this: Cast our nets from the place of kindness, 

love, and compassion. Be gentle to ourselves and others, especially these days. 

Today we could be standing next to someone who is trying their best not to fall 

apart. So, whatever we do today, let us do it with kindness in our heart and be 

gentle to others in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 


