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Divine Encounters 07: Jesus’ First Disciples (2) 07/5/2020 

Luke 5:1-11 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 

 

 

Good morning! This is Sunny Ahn, the Senior Pastor at Kona United Methodist 

Church. Today is the first Sunday of the new ministry year 20-21 in The United 

Methodist Church. Pastor Tone and I have been reappointed to Kona United 

Methodist Church for this new ministry year. As I am beginning the new ministry 

year here at Kona United Methodist Church, I would like to express my 

appreciation to the people of Kona United Methodist Church first, for supporting 

me and loving me as your pastor. Thank you. I surely do look forward to 

witnessing God’s awesomeness in this new ministry year with you at Kona United 

Methodist Church.  

 

As we begin a new ministry year today, we have the calling story of Jesus’ first 

disciples according to the Gospel of Luke. The calling can be a very confusing 

subject.  

 

[Story] There was a young farmer, Scott, standing in his field, observing a peculiar 

cloud formation. The clouds formed the letters G, P, and C, and he thought them a 

call from God: Go Preach Christ! Scott rushed to the deacons of his church and 

insisted that he had been called to preach. Respectful of his ardor, they invited him 

to preach on the following Sunday. That Sunday, the sermon was exceptionally 

long, tedious, virtually incoherent. When it finally ended, the leaders of the church 

sat in stunned silence. Finally, a wizened deacon muttered to Scott, “It seems to me, 

Scott, the clouds were saying to you, ‘Go Plant Corn!’” 

 

++++ 

 

If it really happened that way, it would not be the first time, there has been 

confusion about what it means to be called into ministry. The calling story of 

Jesus’ first disciples is recorded in all four gospels in the Bible—Matthew (4:18-

22), Mark (1:16-20), Luke (5:1-11), and John (1:29-2:2). And, they are very 

confusing for many readers with three significant differences, with Matthew’s and 

Mark’s accounts being essentially the same.  

 

In the Gospel of Matthew and Mark, Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee 

and saw Peter and Andrew casting a net into the lake. Jesus called them to follow 
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Him and they did. And next, while walking beside the Sea of Galilee still, Jesus 

saw James and John, mending the net. He called them to follow Him, and they did. 

 

In the Gospel of Luke, not like the story from the Gospel of Matthew and Mark, all 

four of them—Peter, Andrew, James, and John—were at the seashore together, 

mending their nets. Jesus showed up with many people suddenly, and asked Peter 

to use his boat for preaching to the crowd. Then, He asked Peter to take the boat 

into deep water and let down the nets for a catch. With his fishing partner, Andrew, 

Peter let down the nets after taking the boat into deep water as Jesus told him to do 

so. They caught a large number of fish, and call other finishing partners nearby, 

James and John, on the other boat, to come and help. And, they did. After that, 

Peter confessed how sinful he was, and Jesus told him and others to follow Him. 

And, they did so. 

 

The calling story of Jesus’ first disciples from the Gospel of Matthew and Mark is 

surely different from the Gospel of Luke overall. And yet, there is one similarity. It 

sounds like all disciples were responding to a “cold-call” from Jesus without any 

questions. Suddenly, the person named “Jesus” showed up and called these men to 

leave everything and follow Him. And they left everything and followed Him 

because Jesus says so.  

 

Does this make sense to you? A stranger showed up at your door one day and 

asked you to leave everything and follow him? Would you follow him? I would 

not. I believe that God has given us a reasoning mind and common senses. Yes, I 

believe that miracles can happen, going against our reasoning mind and common 

senses. However, I don’t believe that unnecessarily our God undermines the 

reasoning mind and common senses God has created for us.  

 

If we read the Gospel of John, we will realize that the calling of Jesus’ first 

disciples described in the gospel of Matthew, Mark, and Luke was a process 

without any abrupt interruption of our reasoning mind, even though it appears to be 

if we read this calling story in each gospel alone independently. The Gospel of 

John reveals that Andrew was with John the Baptist one day, and then Jesus came 

by, so Andrew went and hung out with Jesus. Later, Andrew brought his brother 

Simon to meet Jesus, and Jesus renamed Simon, Peter.  

 

“The call of Jesus’ first disciples” was not a moment in time. It was a process. The 

call began with John the Baptists handing Andrew off to Jesus. It was while he was 

visiting with Jesus that Andrew grew to believe that Jesus was the Messiah. So, he 
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went home and fetched his brother Simon and introduced him to Jesus. Jesus 

renamed him, Peter. Then we move to Luke’s account of the great catch of fish. 

This is a new event for us, but it ends with a summary of the call, which joins it in 

time to the moment of Matthew and Mark. The call ends in Matthew, Mark, and 

Luke, with what must be the farthest thing from a “cold-call” in the history of the 

world at this point, the words “Follow me…” 

 

Frankly, the notion of a “cold-call” can be hard to swallow, for me if not for 

everyone. Who is this guy, Jesus? Who does he think he is! It is much more 

plausible that Jesus met them previously according to the Gospel of John, and that 

He let them marinate in His initial teachings first for a while. And then, they were 

ready to leave everything and follow Jesus when “the call” came to follow Jesus…. 

 

I personally believe that the pandemic time we are having these days is the time for 

us to marinate ourselves in the teachings of Jesus Christ more seriously as we are 

navigating the new reality we have not been exposed to before. None of us know 

exactly how the post-pandemic world would be yet. However, we know that, or at 

least we sense that, we need to be different disciples of Jesus Christ for the post-

pandemic world. The only those prepared persons can respond to the call of God 

boldly with their conviction, like Jesus’ first disciples, when God calls them to be 

the disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the post-pandemic world.  

 

Let us prepare ourselves now, today, by reminding ourselves once again of who 

God is and who we are as we come to the Table prepared for us.  

 

Consecration of the Lord’s Table! 


