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36TH ANNUAL SESSION  

of the California-Pacific Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church 

June 18-20, 2020 via ZOOM Webinar 

 

SUMMARY HIGHLIGHTS  

by Joyce Brady, Kona UMC English Language Ministry Lay Leader 

 

Aloha and Mahalo for the privilege to serve as your Kona United Methodist Church English 

Language Ministry Lay Leader! 

 

The 36th Annual Session of the California-Pacific Annual Conference of The United 

Methodist Church was held June 18th-20th via ZOOM Webinar.  Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn – Senior 

Pastor, Rev. Vaokotone Teaupa – Associate Pastor, Tavite Talasinga - Tongan Language 

Ministry Lay Leader, Donny Avea’i – Samoan Language Ministry Lay Leader, and I - English 

Language Ministry Lay Leader,  attended the conference as delegates from Kona United 

Methodist Church.   

 

This was the very first time I attended an Annual Conference of the California-Pacific 

Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church.  According to those who attended 

Annual Conferences in the past, this Annual Conference Session was unlike any they had 

experienced before.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and public health restrictions, the 

Annual Conference Session was physically broadcast from Pasadena First United Methodist 

Church, where there were a limited number of clergy and laity on-site, masked, socially 

distanced from one another, and copious amounts of disinfectant used throughout the 

Session.  The business and events of this Annual Conference were conducted by means of 

technical/virtual Conference Sessions via ZOOM Webinar.   Most Committee Reports were 

pre-recorded videos.  And yes, as you can imagine, there were mistakes, technical glitches, 

and perhaps some missed opportunities, BUT . . . there was also a virtual sense of connection 

and community.  There were reminders that God is always with us and continues to speak to 

and through us – even through virtual platforms!  

 

The Annual Conference theme was “We Are the Church: Transforming the World.”  

Corresponding Scripture can be found in Acts 4:1-37.  

 

Thursday, June 18, 2020 . . .This day was for Clergy only – the Clergy Orders Gathering 

and Clergy Executive Session. 

 

Friday, June 19, 2020 . . .Opening Worship was a pre-recorded session.  The theme was 

“We Are Believers” and was opened by sounding the pu.  The young people of the Annual 

Conference led 8 minutes and 46 seconds of silence after inviting the body to (1) reaffirm 

their baptismal vows to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present 
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themselves; (2) stand in solidarity with the Black community; and (3) acknowledge that 

systematic racism still has a stronghold over our nation. 

 

PLENARY SESSION 1 - Bishop Grant Hagiya called the Session to order with a reminder 

of the meaning of Juneteenth – a commemoration of the end of slavery in the United States.  

He expressed gratitude for those who prepared worship and the young people who offered 

prophetic leadership.   He spoke of how the vision for our church has changed, considering 

two viruses that are infecting our world right now – COVID-19 and Racism.   

 

George Floyd Tribute - Bishop Hagiya led the body in a responsive Litany of Confession and 

Repentance from the Council of Bishops, which can be found at www.calpacumc.org/ac2020.  

 

The Cal-Pac General Conference Delegation Team - shared a pre-recorded video summary 

of their work with Listening Posts and Surveys, conducted between September 2019 – 

January 2020, relating to last year’s Annual Conference focus “I See A New Church.” The 

report is available on www.calpacumc.org/gc2020/.  The Delegation offered the following 

questions to consider:   

• What does the theology of “one table” mean to you? 

• Where have you been welcomed at a table? 

• What difference did it make? 

• How does God’s grace enable you to welcome those beyond your comfort zones? 

• What resonates with you about this statement: “Let us sit together, embracing our 

theological diversity, loving each other wholly and rejecting none personally.” 

 

Laity Address - a pre-recorded video sharing reports from each district and Lay Servant 

Ministries.  Lynn Owan reported for the Hawaii District, “The central mission of the 

churches is to spread God’s love as followers of Jesus Christ to ALL people . . . and answering 

God’s call to BE the ‘New Church’ . . . one church in the spirit of unity.”  Bishop Hagiya thanked 

all Lay Leaders for their service.  He shared that the General Conference and Jurisdictional 

Conference have been delayed until 2021 and affirmed the previously elected delegates will 

serve in 2021. 

 

Welcome and Update from Claremont School of Theology - a pre-recorded video from Dr. 

Jeffrey Kuan who reported Claremont School of Theology has begun relocating to Salem, 

Oregon.   

 

Board of Ordained Ministry - a pre-recorded video on all candidates. 

 

Honoring Our Retiring Clergy - a pre-recorded video. Bishop Hagiya congratulated and 

thanked them for their many years of service.   

 

Closing Instructions and Prayer 

http://www.calpacumc.org/
http://www.calpacumc.org/gc2020/
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PLENARY SESSION 2 - Bishop Grant Hagiya called the Session to order. 

 

Orders of the Day and Announcements. 

 

The Cal-Pac General Conference Delegation Team reported on their work on Resolution 

19-06, in which the Annual Conference supported “Disavowal of the Traditional Plan.” The 

delegation was encouraged to live into a plan to embrace inclusivism, grace-filled acceptance, 

a new vision of the church in which diversity is a gift and the church to be “a home for all 

God’s people.”  The postponement to 2021 will provide time for more voices to be heard.  The 

Delegation is offering four recommendations to the General Conference that are 

summarized in the Preliminary Report, pages 35-41, which can be found at 

www.calpacumc.org.  

 

The General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) - a pre-recorded video in which the church 

was described as a missionary movement.  The GBGM is focused on missionaries, 

humanitarian relief, evangelism, and supporting abundant health for all.  Cal-Pac provided 

$461,133 to support missionaries in 30 countries around the world in 2019.  The missionary 

our church is supporting in Cambodia – Rev. Andrew Lee - shared his story in the video.  It 

was also noted over $1 million had been raised for the UMCOR COVID-19 campaign, with six 

grants coming to the Cal-Pac Conference. 

 

Budget Questions and Answers/Action - Recommendation 20-07 - 2021 Budget with 

Narrative was presented and discussed.  A move to postpone voting on the Budget until 

Saturday, at which time Bishop Hagiya would share his plan to support justice ministries, 

more specifically support for Black Churches, was supported.  The 2021 Budget with 

Narrative can be found in the Preliminary Report, pages 73-87, at www.calpacumc.org .  

 

SAI/UMC Latino Youth Scholarships - a pre-recorded video report of scholarships 

awarded. 

 

It was at this time that a farewell video for Hawaii District Superintendent, Rev.Dr. 

Se Hee Hahn, was shared. 

 

Disaster Response Task Force - a pre-recorded video of their service.  Kona United 

Methodist Church member and Lay Servant, Jim Monk, is a team member on this Task Force.  

Bishop Hagiya thanked the Disaster Response Task Force Team for their hard work and 

efforts.  As a side note, we thank Jim Monk for representing Kona UMC on this Task Force! 

 

The Cal-Pac General Conference Delegation Team - a pre-recorded video on their work on 

Resolution 19-06.  It was noted that Cal-Pac is gifted with wonderful diversity and the 

foundational importance of Wesleyan Grace.  The delegation has prepared four draft 

petitions in response to possible decisions made by the General Conference next year, which 

http://www.calpacumc.org/
http://www.calpacumc.org/
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are summarized in the Preliminary Report, pages 35-41, which can be found at 

www.calpacumc.org.  There will be a time of “Conversations” on Saturday morning in which to 

further discuss. 

 

In Memorium – a memorial remembrance of those clergy and spouses who transitioned into 

life eternal in this past year, themed “We Are Loved.” 

 

A Service of Recognition of Retirees – themed “We Are Witnesses” – retirement videos 

included. 

 

Saturday, June 20, 2020 . . .The day began with 30 minutes of “Conversations” – small 

ZOOM breakout groups to discuss the question “What does our Wesleyan understanding 

of grace have to offer amid denominational uncertainty, pandemic, and racial tensions?  

All conversations are available at www.calpacumc.org/ac2020.  Here are a few thoughts 

shared: 

• Grace is present in all creation – everyone is precious in God’s sight.   

• We are all born with grace - we are all equal.  God’s grace is inclusive. 

• God wants a relationship with us even when we don’t know it.   

• We must allow God to be in our lives and change us.  We must have the courage to 

change and be open to change – live the phrase “open hearts, open minds, open doors.” 

• We can experience grace right now by doing our best to extend grace – mercy, 

compassion, and love - to ourselves and others amid COVID-19 and racism.  

• We should all challenge ourselves to think what this means to each one of us and then 

make a plan to act and share/give the love and grace of Jesus Christ to ALL others. 

 

Ordination and Commissioning Service Worship - a combination of a live ordination, with 

masks, social distancing, and disinfecting surfaces, as well as a pre-recorded commissioning.  

Bishop Hagiya acknowledged the work of the Holy Spirit in the candidates lives and invited 

the congregation to continue holding them in prayer. 

 

 PLENARY SESSION 3 called to order by Bishop Grant Hagiya.  

 

Orders of the Day. Announcements encountered a technical glitch.  Bishop Hagiya shared 

that Rev. Won-Seok Yuh was to be ordained this day, but the travel ban in Hawaii precluded 

him from traveling.  He will be ordained at a later date in Hawaii.   

 

Response to Systemic Racism – Bishop Grant Hagiya presented his initiative, which is part 

of a two-year project that will include Black Churches throughout the Western Jurisdiction:  

• A comprehensive conference-wide plan to address anti-racism by praying, planning, 

and strategizing with Strengthening the Black Church Cal-Pac, Black Church and 

Renewal, and Ebony Prophets.  

http://www.calpacumc.org/
http://www.calpacumc.org/


5 
 

• A program to engage and nurture the next generation of leaders designed and 

implemented by Black laity and clergy.  

• One key part of the plan is that a therapist who specializes in issues of race will be 

hired to work with African-American clergy and laity.  

• Training in community engagement as the church moves toward a more cooperative 

missional structure that allows collaborative work.  

 

Bishop Hagiya shared an example from Salem, Oregon, in which 9 UMC churches were able 

to learn to work together to establish one 1,500 member governance body, in which pastors, 

lay people, and facilities were benefited and leveraged, and an endowment was developed to 

support historically Black Churches. The Bishop asked the body to start similar efforts and 

promised the conference will work to strategize and empower dynamic and powerful anti-

racist ministry. The Bishop described his own Japanese-American heritage and experience 

in the church, inviting congregations to begin to develop multicultural cooperation.  

 

Funding for this strategic initiative comes through the repurposing of ministry funds after 

the sale of property in the West District. This is not meant to diminish the value of other 

ethnic groups, but rather to begin addressing systemic racism in the church by learning to 

be both independent and autonomous while also collaborating with one another. Bishop Hagiya 

recommended “The Three Horizons” by Bill Sharp. Bishop Hagiya presented a video, in which 

four Cal-Pac pastors shared their experiences with systemic racism.   

 

Sessions Committee – Bishop Hagiya announced that the next Session is scheduled for the 

week of June 16, 2021.  He moved the location of the 2021 Annual Conference be the 

University of Redlands, assuming we can meet there safely.  The motion was supported. 

 

Closing Business – Bishop Hagiya expressed his thanks to all involved in the 36th Annual 

Session of the California-Pacific Annual Conference.  He also stated there may need to be 

a special called Session of the Annual Conference after the 2021 Sessions of General 

Conference and Jurisdictional Conference.  

 

Closing Worship was a Youth-led thoughtful, engaging, and enthusiastic Worship Service.  

There was a variety of singing, music, dancing, messages of Hope, Love, and Mercy, a TikTok 

video titled “What is your favorite verse?”, a video honoring the Class of 2020 Graduates, 

and “We Are the Church” was sung before the benediction and sounding of the pu to close 

the Annual Conference.  
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LEGISLATION PRESENTED AND SUPPORTED: 

Recommendation 20-01 – Advance Specials 

Recommendation 20-02 – Pensions 1:  Health Care for Active Clergy & Families, Lay 

           Employees 

Recommendation 20-03 – Pensions 2:  Retiree Health Care  

Recommendation 20-04 – Pensions 3:  Clergy Housing Allowance 

Recommendation 20-05 – Pensions 4:  Supplement One to Clergy Retirement Security  

           Program 

Recommendation 20-06 – 2021 Salary Ranges for Conference Staff Positions  

Recommendation 20-07 – 2021 Budget with Narrative (amended) 

Recommendation 20-08 – 2021 Quotas & Special Offerings   

Recommendation 20-09 – Conference Nomination Report 

 

Rules 20-01 – Technical/Virtual Conference Sessions 

Rules 20-02 – Endowment and Lynch Funds 

Rules 20-03 – Higher Education and Campus Ministries Council (amended) 

Rules 20-04 – Nominations Committee 

 

Resolution 20-01 – Standard Change to Calculation of Median Cash Salary 

Resolution 20-02 – Resolution for Closure:  Holtville UMC, as of December 2019. 

Resolution 20-03 – Resolution for Closure:  Rosewood UMC, as of January 2020. 

Resolution 20-04 – Resolution in Response to the Murder of George Floyd and Others 

Resolution 20-05 – Resolution for Closure: College United Methodist Church 

Resolution 20-06 - Strategic Plan for Racial Equality for Cal-Pac Conference (amended) 

Offers actionable steps to formalize, define, and prioritize the conference response.  An 

amendment that an audit will be conducted within the next 9 months was supported. 

Resolution 19-22 – Merger of Bowen UMC and Wesley UMC to form Heritage UMC, 

       retroactively as of June 2019 

 

For more information, please visit the following websites to listen to recordings, review 

details of daily activity, including Legislation: 

•  www.calpacumc.org  

•  www.calpacumc.org/ac2020 

•  www.calpacumc.org/gc2020 

•  www.gc2020@calpacumc.org  

___________________________________________________________________  

 

We are the Church:  Transforming the World!   

May God Bless you and keep you all healthy and safe in these challenging times. 

Grace and Peace to you all . . . Joyce Brady 

  

http://www.calpacumc.org/
http://www.calpacumc.org/ac2020
http://www.gc2020@calpacumc.org

