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Divine Encounters 01: Elijah (A New Hope) 05/03/2020 

1 Kings 19:9-18 Rev. Dr. Sunny Ahn 

 

 

TA-DA! I am back to online preaching! I am Sunny Ahn, the senior pastor at Kona 

United Methodist Church. Last two weeks, we were blessed by Bishop Mary Ann 

Swenson and Mr. Thomas Kemper who brought us a compassionate message of 

hope. I really do appreciate the message they brought us, and also their partnership 

in ministry. With their support, I was able to have a moment to stop, catch my 

breath, and renew my spirit. I was somewhat very exhausted because of the 

intensive learning and doing many new things due to the COVID-19 Health Crisis. 

Thank you, Bishop Swensen and Mr. Kemper.  

 

Also, many of you sent me your caring note via emails, phone calls, and text 

messages. I felt so loved and cared by many of you. Thank you. Now, I am back 

      Let me start today’s message with a short story. 

 

[Story] Luke Skywalker and Obi-Wan Kenobi walk into a Chinese restaurant. Ten 

minutes into the meal, Luke still cannot figure out how to use the chopsticks, 

dropping food everywhere. Obi-Wan finally snaps, “Use the forks, Luke.” 

 

+++ 

 

Some of you might be wondering, by now, how this Star Wars take-off will play 

out? Well, I will not dress up as Darth Vader, even though I dressed up as Darth 

Vader last year at the Halloween Party. Like Yoda, not speak will I. And I will not 

tell you that the movie series is based on the Bible. Luke Skywalker is not a 

“Jesus” figure, and The Force is not God. But there are certain aspects of the 

struggle between good and evil in Star Wars that we see played out in the life of 

Prophet Elijah.  

 

Captured by fear of Jezebel’s threats, right after the glorious moment at Mt. 

Carmel (1 Kings 18), Elijah is found in a cave as we read today’s scripture. He is 

sinking deeper and deeper into the depths of unbelief, to such a degree that even a 

powerful theophany does not move him from unbelief into faith. Jezebel’s threats 

(vs. 2), saying “…by this time tomorrow, I will kill you…”, make Elijah run for his 

life and throw him into a cave where we find him in today’s scripture.  
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There, God appears to Elijah in a cave, asking him what he was doing in a cave. 

Elijah answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The 

Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your 

prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to 

kill me too” (1 Kings 19:10, 14). Twice God asked the same question, and twice 

exactly Elijah responded to God in the same way even after seeing a visible 

manifestation of God. 

 

Elijah was so caught up in Jezebel’s threat that he had become blind to God’s 

blessings. Are we sometimes guilty of seeing through God’s blessings because we 

are too busy complaining about life’s challenges? These days, because of the 

coronavirus threat, are we blind to see God’s blessings in life?  

 

I know I am sometimes. When someone asked me how is my life in quarantine, I 

realize I often started my respond with not so positive words—such as exhausted, 

overwhelmed, frustrated, and so on. Yes, it is a frustrating situation. Yes, it is very 

uncomfortable to be homebound 24/7. Yes, it feels so weird to have worship 

without having all of you with me in person, face-to-face. All the adjectives 

describing the pandemic situation are true, and yet there are many unexpected 

blessings God has given me, and given you, also if we think about it.  

 

I’ve learned…and still am learning…many technology stuff I’ve never thought of 

learning. And thankfully I’ve learned fast enough to offer this online worship with 

our LIVE-Stream Worship Team. Through this online worship, we have reached 

about 1,000 people all over the places per week in average. This number is not 

static. The number is growing. Some of you have never been at Kona United 

Methodist Church in person, and yet somehow God has brought you here at Kona 

through online worship. Some of you have been inspired by God enough to give 

your monetary offering to God through our church. It amazes me and many leaders 

of our church. Surely after this pandemic, we will be a different church we’ve 

never thought of because of the unexpected blessings we are experiencing these 

days.  

 

God comes to us again and again even when we are sheltered at home 24/7 or risk 

our lives to go out of the house due to the “essential” works we are to do. God will 

find us wherever we are and ask us, “How are you doing?” In a Methodist term, 

“How is it with your soul?” God cares about us. God never leaves us nor forsakes 

us. In our quarantine, our God is still with us; God is still at work and equips us by 

loving us unconditionally. This is a hope we have. This is our faith we have also. 
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In addition, through the divine encounter of Elijah in a cave, we also found a new 

hope there. God is not just being present with Elijah in a cave, and telling him and 

showing him who God is. God has commissioned him to do three things while 

Elijah was in a cave (vs. 15-16)—(1) anoint Hazael as king of Aram; (2) anoint 

Jehu, son of Nimshi, as king of Israel (i.e., the Northern Kingdom); and (3) anoint 

Elisha, son of Shaphat, as Elijah’s replacement. This new wave of divine agents 

will finish the bloody religious crusade Elijah began in 1 Kings 18. 

 

A new hope has been given to Elijah in this commissioning. Like Obi-Wan in Star 

Wars, however, Elijah does not get to finish all tasks before him. Just as Obi-

Wan’s protégé, Luke Skywalker, would be the one to finish the tasks, so it was 

Elijah’s successor, Elisha, who would preside over King Ahab and Quuen 

Jezebel’s demise.  

 

Remember that even though we may never see the fruit of our labor, that doesn’t 

mean that we are unproductive and we should give up. Even though we feel like 

sometimes we are not productive and efficient in quarantine life, let’s not stop 

living. Keep doing whatever God is calling us to do creatively in the given 

situation at our best as our work in Christ Jesus is never in vain (1 Corinthians 

15:58). 

 

So, we are here now to share the bread of life and the cup of the new covenant…as 

we have been sharing the Table on the first Sunday of the month.  

 

Consecration of the Lord’s Table! 


